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April 10th, 2006 

Members Present: Governor Chris Gregoire, Glenn Anderson, Frank Armijo, Dr. Terry Bergeson, Charley Bingham, Denny Heck, Eric Liu, Rosemary McAuliffe, Victor Moore, Dave Schmidt and Bob Watt. 

Governor Gregoire convened the meeting of the Washington Learns Steering Committee at 8:45 am on April 10th, 2006. 

Chair of the Higher Education Advisory Committee Denny Heck welcomed the administrators and faculty of the research institutions and gave a brief report on the work of the committee. He stated that the Higher Education Advisory Committee was quickly moving forward on its agenda and was moving closer to reaching a consensus on high demand enrollment. 

Next Provost Phyllis Wise welcomed the Steering Committee to the University of Washington and provided an overview of the university’s contributions to the community including basic and applied research. Mary Lidstrom, Vice Provost for Research, University of Washington, further elaborated on the UW’s research efforts. 

The presentations that followed served as examples to illustrate the research contributions of Washington State’s research institutions. 

Andy Meltzoff and Dr. Pat Kuhl, Co-Directors of the Institute for the Study of the Brain, University of Washington, provided a presentation on their groundbreaking work in brain development entitled “The New Science of Learning: From Synapse to School.”  First, Ms. Pat Kuhl presented her findings on language acquisitions in infants. Dr. Kuhl’s research revealed that infants are exponentially more able to learn a second language than adults.  Furthermore, a study that compared two cohorts of infants being taught a second language found that infants were only able to acquire second languages skills from human interactive teaching as opposed to video teaching.  Thus, exposing infants to videos to acquire languages for the same time duration had no discernable effects on their language acquisition. Next Andy Meltzoff presented his research findings regarding infant imitation. Specifically, he presented a study that showed that infants learn through imitation of adult actions. The Steering Committee made comments regarding the utility of Dr. Meltzoff and Dr. Kuhl work, particularly in the area of early learning. 

Ed Lazowska, Bill and Melinda Gates Chair in Computer Science and Engineering, University of Washington, made a presentation entitled “Research, Education, Entrepreneurship and Opportunity in Computer Science.” Mr. Lazowska outlined how advances in computer technology drive advances in other fields, power the economy through job creation and change our communication.  He explained the role of the research university as one of education, technology attraction, company attraction, innovation (technology creation), entrepreneurship (company creation), leadership and intangibles. Mr. Lazowska further explained how the University of Washington’s research efforts in computer science had attracted companies like DECWest Engineering, Tera, Intel Research, created technologies like webcrawler, metacrawler and intelinside and helped create a variety of entrepreneurial ventures.  Currently, the University of Washington Computer Science Program is ranked top 10 in the nation and graduates 160 undergraduates, 70 masters students and 20 PhD students.  The undergraduate computer science program is a predominant supplier to many regional and a top supplier to firms nationwide. 

Sariah Khormaee, University of Washington Senior with College Honors in Neurobiology and Biochemistry, presented her research on Corneal Blindness to the Steering Committee.  Ms. Khormaee stated that the objective of her research was to create a new artificial cornea with reduced risk of rejection and increased implant ease.  In her presentation she spoke of the numerous research opportunities available for students at the University of Washington and the mentorship that she herself had received as an undergraduate.  She also thanked her thesis advisors: Dr. Tueng Shen, University of Washington Department of Ophthalmology and Dr. Buddy Ratner, University of Washington Department of Bioengineering for their academic mentorship.  Questions from the committee included whether Ms. Khormaee had first become interested in research as a student in the K-12 or during university? She indicated that she had become interested in research from hearing about research projects fellow students were engaged in at the University of Washington.  

The committee took a brief break to view the CFR research project displays. 

When the committee reconvened Jane Sherman, Associate Vice Provost of Washington State University, introduced WSU’s research efforts through a video presentation. The presentation emphasized WSU’s contribution to the Washington state economy through its graduates, basic and applied research and outreach education to the state’s businesses. Specifically, the presentation provided examples of research conducted through the Institute for Shock Physics, Anatomy, Pharmacology and Physiology and Civil and Environmental Engineering. Projects highlighted included a sleep regulation study (Anatomy, Pharmacology and Physiology), the construction of a U.S. Navy Demonstration Composite Building and understanding the response of materials under high pressures (Institute for Shock Physics).  Finally, Larry Ganders the Assistant to the President of WSU, gave a presentation highlighting the universities research efforts, emphasizing the universities contributions in the area of agricultural research through the Washington State University Agricultural Research Center (ARC) and the agricultural research extension centers in Mt. Vernon, Puyallup and Vancouver Research Center. To illustrate WSU contributions in the field of viticulture and in pioneering Washington State’s wine industry, he brought a bottle of Washington wine. In addition to providing examples of WSU’s agricultural research Mr. Ganders also provided examples of the research conducted in the Biomedical Research unit and the Water Quality and Wood Materials Engineering Laboratory. 

The Advisory Committees then reported to the committee on the work of their respective committees. 

Chair Terry Bergeson reported on behalf of the K-12 Advisory Committee. She reported that the March meeting of the committee had focused on the issue of teacher compensation. 

Chair Bob Watt reported on behalf of the Early Learning Committee, reporting that the March meeting of the committee had focused on the access study and the work of the subgroups. 

The meeting was then open for public comments. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:15. 
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